The English serotype of raspberry ringspot nepovirus (RRV) transmitted by Longidorus macrosoma Hooper, 1961 is the cause of Pfeffingen disease in cherry trees in the canton of Baselland, northwestern Switzerland. Virus infected trees exhibit a range of symptoms such as reduced vigour, short internodes, and small leaves frequently showing symptoms such as rosetting, distortions, enations, chlorosis and "oil flecking" in which the infected leaves have the appearance of being contaminated with spots of oil (Klingler et al., 1985; Buser, 1990 
Populations
of L. elongatus and L. macrosoma were tested at SCRI as vectors of the isolate of the nepovirus recovered from a tree exhibiting CRD symptoms. These nematodes are held as breeding cultures and originally were collected from a grass pasture, Ballo Hill, Dundee, and raspberry, Bury St Edmunds, England, respectively.
Nepovirus transmission by nematodes
The natural association of Longidorus nematodes from diseased orchards with the nepovirus causing CRD was examined in laboratories at SFRS and SCRI. Nematodes were revovered directly from orchard soil samples collected from the rhizosphere of diseased cherry trees. At SFRS nematodes were extracted from soil samples as described above and at SCRI by a decanting and sieving method (Brown & Boag, 1988) .
Plastic Beem capsules, 0.5 cm3, were one-third filled with air-dried sand with a particle size < 1500 pm and >500 pm. Water was then added to half-fill the capsules and a single nematode was hand-picked into each capsule. In a test
